
PRESENT: Cllrs. B. Nelson (Chairman), Mrs E. Bradshaw (Deputy), N. Howgill,  A. Powell, R Dunford-
Brown and Ms S-A. Bird 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs J. Henderson (Clerk), and EDDC Cllr P Skinner and 1 member of the public.

AGENDA

1. One Minute Silence in Memory of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II:
The Chair led Cllrs in a one minute silence at our first meeting since the passing of our Queen.

2. Apologies accepted by the Council: Cllrs C Ledward, V. Game and Mrs J Rock

3. Members to declare any interests:
Resolved: None declared  

4. To receive and sign the minutes of the last meeting held on 9.09.2022:
Resolved: that they were a true record of the meeting’s decisions.
Proposed Cllr Howgill, Seconded Cllr Bradshaw.

5. Matters arising:
Resolved: Taken straight to the agenda

6. Correspondence:
Resolved: Letter received from the Devon Ecological Society informing they’d taken 
over Hembury Hill Fort and had no plans to change management of handling the Fort. 
They expressed an interest in meeting with the PC. 
Chair to invite DES to one of our next meetings.

7. Public discussion, Reports, DC, EDDC, Police:
EDDC Cllr P Skinner gave a verbal report in which he expressed his disappointment
at EDDC still not having F2F meetings and hoped this would change soon. He discussed
progress of The Local Plan (Link: shorturl.at/fhqxD) and the long drawn out process it was.
He also drew attention to a piece of land in Broadhembury that was mentioned within
the local plan for potential housing development (see page 136 of The Local Plan link).
Cllr Skinner highlighted existing difficulties in meeting housing targets when 70% of
land is AONB in Devon.
Who are you building houses for? is the key question to ask, when talking about
housing requirements and Cllr Skinner felt it imperative that age demographic surveys
should be the driver for planning growth in villages.
The hope is to have The Local Plan ready for consultation, to the public, before
Christmas. Cllr Skinner explained the importance of meeting the 5 Year Housing Land
Supply and the consequences of failure, resulting in the local authority losing its ability
to govern where housing might actually end up.
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 The Chair asked Cllr Skinner if he would take questions, to which he agreed: 
 The Chair went on to ask about housing development and given the current targets,   
 what the implications might be due to contaminated river issues in Axminster and the   
 consequent hold on any further development? 
 Cllr Skinner responded that his understanding was if the providers couldn’t address   
 the phosphate issue in the rivers, then there would be an inevitable impact on outlying  
 villages. Cllr Skinner said he was in favour of more housing in Axminster and a    
 by-pass to take the traffic away from the town centre. He talked about the application  
 that had gone into the Government for Levelling-up funds in relation to the Axminster  
 by-pass and he awaits the outcome. 
 The Strategic Planning Meeting was due to be held on Thursday, at which Tier 4   
 villages will be addressed. (A link to the meeting will be sent to the Clerk to forward   
 onto Cllrs courtesy of CLT member present that evening). 
 Cllr Howgill enquired as to the frequency of monitoring for phosphates, as he felt   
 levels would’ve reduced considerably, owing to the current price of fertilizers. 
 Cllr Skinner was unsure of an answer and agreed it was a good question and one that   
 he would find out the answer to. 
 There were no more questions and at 19:50, Cllr Skinner was thanked and left the   
 meeting.

8.  Financial Report: 
 i) to approve the bank reconciliation ii) to approve retrospective payments. 
 iii) to approve Biodiversity Project overspend (initially agreed via email) 
 Resolved: i) Proposed Cllr Bradshaw, Seconded Cllr Howgill 
        ii) Proposed Cllr Bradshaw, Seconded Cllr Howgill 
                 iii) Proposed Cllr Bradshaw, Seconded Cllr Howgill, all agreed.

9.  Parish Council Grants for Carbon Saving Initiatives: (report previously circulated) 
 Resolved: Cllr Powell put forward ideas to encourage the village to become more   
 carbon neutral in the future, including making grants available to householders    
 for insulating houses/energy efficiency.  
 Cllr Howgill preferred the idea of reducing the precept for next year, but Cllr Powell   
 pointed out that whilst it put money back into parishioners pockets, it didn’t address   
 the carbon target issue. 
 Cllr Bird felt more information was needed to be made available to villagers to help   
 with awareness of carbon neutral initiatives/grants. 
 Cllr Dunford-Brown requested clarification as to where the finances would come from   
 and Cllr Powell suggested Council’s funds, due to healthy accounts and possibility of   
 other grants. 
 The Chair proposed an infra-red camera to detect where houses were losing heat, and  
 this could be purchased by the PC. He was uncomfortable with the idea of  
 means-tested funding operated by the PC and using precept money to help a minority.  
 In relation to PC finances, he referred Cllr Powell to the budget figures from the last PC   
 meeting, which showed how this was mostly already allocated. 
 The Chair will send Cllr Powell a data measuring tool, the parish survey, and info being  
 done for the BHAONB in order for him to conduct more research in to this    
 matter and bring his ideas back to the PC meeting in November, where the precept   
 will also be discussed, with this in mind. 



10.  Planning:  
 Cllr Bradshaw gave a verbal report, covering the following planning applications.  
 All were SUPPORTED by the Planning Committee: 
 
 22/1932/FUL - LOCATION: Hanger Farm, Stafford Hill.     
 PROPOSAL: Temporary agricultural workers dwelling.  
 
 22/1626/LBC - LOCATION: Crammer Barton, Broadhembury, EX14 3LN. 
 PROPOSAL: Replace 20 no. windows: 1no. at ground floor & 3no. at first floor  
 (W9 to W13) North elevation; 3no. at ground floor & fno. at first floor (W1 to W8)  
 South elevation; 3no. at ground floor & 1no. at first floor (W14 to W17) West    
 elevation and 2no. at ground floor & 2no. at first floor (W18 to W21) East elevation;   
 replace window with double on West elevation and reduce height of chimney by 3  
 metres on East elevation. 
 
 22/1666/FUL - LOCATION: 2 Marsh Green, Kerswell. PROPOSAL: Two storey rear   
 extension, first floor side extension, conversion of garage to habitable use with  
 alterations to fenestration. 
 
 22/1559/FUL - LOCATION: Kerswell Priory, Kentisbeare.  PROPOSAL: Erection of   
 wooden store/workshop. 
 
 22/1675/FUL - LOCATION: Crammer Ash, Kerswell. PROPOSAL: Two storey side   
 extension, first floor rear extension erection of detached single garage and revised   
 access.  
 
 Cllr Bradshaw thanked those Cllrs who had attended the planning meetings.

11.  Footpaths: 
 Resolved: As Cllr Rock was absent, this item was deferred until the next meeting.

12.  Sewage Pumping station- access and discharge: 
 Resolved: The Chair initially thought to propose writing to EDDC to say BPC would   
 be minded not to support housing in the parish until the sewage pumping station was  
 brought up to capacity and poor access addressed (access had been washed away   
 by the river). However, on reflection, the Chair decided instead to propose writing to   
 CEO of SWWater to apply pressure. All agreed this course of action.

13.  AONB Rivers Conference - update on event: 
 Cllr Powell reported on the success of this event and the current health of the River   
 Tale. The Conference had been well attended and a variety of river life recorded.

14.  War Memorial - update: 
 Resolved: Works now complete. Clerk waiting for itemised invoice from the    
 contractors, before payment can be made.  
 



15.  Podpoint - update: 
 Resolved: Having weighed up the pro’s and cons, the Chair reported an upgrade to   
 the Fast Charger was not a cost effective option at this point in time. Reduced funding  
 and costs to PC being in the region of £2k+, were contributing factors.

16.  Streaming online pc meetings: 
 Resolved: All agreed for Clerk to invite quote for allowing live streaming of PC   
 meetings  online.

17.  Date of next meeting: 15th November 2022 at 7.30pm  
  
 AOB:  
 Cllr Powell reminded everyone there was another Repair Cafe event this     
 Sunday , 10-1pm, all welcome. 
  
 Cllr Powell requested help with the display board for the River Tale. Cllr Howgill   
 offered to help dig the holes required for the posts and the Chair agreed to do the   
 routing on the sleepers. 
  
 The Chair invited Cllrs to attend the next AONB meeting on 10/11/2022 being held at  
 the Otterford Parish Hall. 
 
  
 
 The Chair closed the meeting at 20:42pm

Meeting closed: 8.42pm




